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   Today's edition, “Native Peoples and the 'Hostiles': The Road to Catastrophe” discloses in much greater detail Evans' obsession with an Indian War and the heinous attitude he directly or indirectly was responsible for inflicting on the Native people.
   The Study Committee explained the importance of the use of the term “hostile Indians”: “Such a term is inextricably tied up to the same representational binaries that give concepts such as savage and barbarian meaning. Such terms, then, could operate as alibis for policies of preemptive warfare and as a retroactive justification for attacks against Native American populations.”
   Before we get to the subject of this edition, this writer will add a few comments not recognized by the Study Committee.
   Looking back over the period of time before Colorado became a state, it can only be described as miraculous that it ever became a state rather than be absorbed into a neighboring one – Utah, Texas, Wyoming or Kansas.
   Colorado's first territorial governor, William P. Gilpin, was appointed by President Abraham Lincoln upon Gilpin's friend convincing Lincoln that Gilpin had built Pikes Peak! For those readers unfamiliar with Gilpin, he was removed from office after serving less than 10 months.
   Gilpin's most audacious act was to issue what were worthless sight drafts to businesses in the community in payment of military purchases. Gilpin asked but never received authorization to raise a territorial militia. Gilpin did recruit two regiments of men and issued worthless sight drafts without authorization from Washington. One of those regiments, the First Regiment, came under the authority of General John Chivington and participated in the Sand Creek Massacre.
   Gilpin's removal from office came on March 18th, 1862, and John Evans of Illinois was named by Lincoln to be Colorado's second territorial governor. Though too late to save Gilpin's job, government auditors after months of work auditing the army accounts, agreed the expenditures were legitimate and “were the proper obligations of the government.”
   Gilpin also did receive vindication of his methods with the victory at Glorieta Pass where Colorado troops helped save Colorado for the Union.
   John Evans took office as Colorado's second territorial governor on May 16th, 1862, a two-month delay during which Gilpin continued to serve at Evans request.
   The Study Committee's review of Evans' correspondence that began shortly after his acceptance of the governorship, noted that close attention to the correspondence reflects 1) increasingly inflammatory language connoting an increasingly bellicose attitude toward Indians; and 2) an unusual degree of intimacy, initiated entirely by Evans, with military personnel.
   Evans, unlike Governors Doty of Utah and Nye of Nevada, demonstrated strong “dependence on and willingness to accommodate the perspective of local military commanders and dubiously reliable informants, regardless of  his duties as superintendent.” By late 1863, little more than a year in office, Evans again insisted an “Indian war” was pending, relying on the word of a spy, Robert North, whose report was false. (North was attached to the Arapahos by marriage and lived with the tribe.) North reported:
· Comanches, Apaches, Kiowas,  Northern Arapahos and all Cheyennes with the Sioux had held a “big medicine dance”; and
· the tribes wanted him [North] to join them in a war in which they would take great numbers of white women and children prisoners, and get a heap of property.
   Evans accepted that story without verifying it, and sent it on to Secretary of War Stanton in December of 1863 stating that, “an alliance of several thousand warriors beginning in the sparse settlement at various points along an extended frontier, as the wild savages propose to do, might sweep off our settlers by thousands.”
   The Study Committee outlined these examples of Evans' dependence on local military commanders and dubiously reliable informants:
· Spring 1864, three Army officers under the command of Colonel John Chivington went in search of Native combatants;
· U.S. Law gave broad powers to Indian superintendents to use the military and other federal forces to “procure the arrest and trial of … Indians accused of committing crimes, “though only the president could authorize the military to be employed in such campaigns”;
· Superintendents did not have the authority to issue blanket commands for vigilantes to pursue and kill Native people, even alleged “hostile Indians” without the facade of a trial and accompanying conviction;  
· another group of troops lead by Lieutenant George S. Eayre from Chivington's command, scouting for presumed “hostiles” carried out an attack on a camp of “friendly” Cheyennes under the leadership of Black Kettle and Lean Bear;
· Black Kettle and Lean Bear were both members of the Cheyenne's Council of Forty-Four – the Cheyenne Legislative delegation – which served as the judicial and executive body ad was composed of chiefs who had pledged peace;
· Lean Bear was one of the leaders who traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with President Lincoln and Indian Commissioner Dole in 1863;
· As Eayre's troops began advancing as if to attack, Lean Bear went out to meet them peacefully wearing the medallion presented to him in Washington and carrying official papers underlining his friendliness to the U.S., with other Indians following along;
· Lieutenant Eayre gave the order to fire as the small group neared the soldiers. Lean Bear and another leader, Star, fell to the ground. Soldiers then rode over to  them and shot them again to make sure they were dead.
   This attack at Cedar Bluffs was one of three attacks by Chivingtn's troops in a little over a month's time and “inaugurated a pattern of army murders of peace leaders, culminating at Sand Creek and instigating the 'general war' which Evans feared.”
   Even at the site of Lean Bear's killing, Black Kettle told the warriors at the time, 'they must not fight with the whites.'”  
   The Study Committee acknowledged that the incident indicates “Black Kettle was convinced that Native people would have to make a peaceful settlement with an overwhelming number of better-armed whites and acted on this conviction throughout.”
   Evans was pretty much alone in perpetuating Indian warfare, and the Study Committee “found reason to believe such was a matter of interpretation.” That consensus was based on these observations:
· The editor of the local paper, the Weekly Rocky Mountain News, published an editorial on May 4th stating, “This Indian war was a heap of talk for a little cider. White men have undoubtedly been the aggressors.”
· A mining chemist visiting Colorado, Nathaniel Hill wrote, “Rumors are floating around every day of some Indian depradation; but when you resolve it all down to simple fact, it amounts to a few soldiers killed in April, one family murdered a few days ago … and numerous little thefts.”
· Later in a letter written to his wife, Hill wrote, “The Governor is a very fine man, but very timid, and he is unfortunately smitten with the belief that they are to have an Indian war. He encourages sending all reports of Indian troubles to the States, to enable him to get arms and soldiers.” (The family referred to was the Hungate family at a small colonist settlement at Box Elder Creek.)
· Though no eye witnesses saw Indians commit the murders, because the mother and two daughters were scalped and mutilated, it was assumed Indians were responsible for the murders. The bodies of the family were placed in crates and carried to Denver where they were placed on display and “an eyewitness thought all of Denver's population went to see them.”
Point-of-Information:  As a reminder, Chivington's troops also scalped and mutilated the Indian women and children at Sand Creek, even cutting babies from the wombs of pregnant women and bashing their heads against things to kill the babies. Soldiers also committed the same atrocities at the Bear River massacre written about in the April 20th edition of Seeing the Round Corners.
   Evans did not waste any time making full use of the hysteria surrounding the murder of the Hungate family, telegraphing Dole that, “The war I reported last fall begun in earnest. Spies report large numbers of alliance.”
   Next week, Evans pursues a path to divide the Indians into “hostiles” and 
friendly” Indians.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
